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Toshiya Ohno Editor in Chief

n the spring of 1986, | took my very first trip to Southern California. I have just begun working for the Fine Magazine, and the trip
was a small reward from my boss. It was truly exciting, and I simply couldn’t stop shaking myself. All because everything I loved was
in Southern California then. Soon as I arrived, I just loved it.

Still, I had no friends, no connections, nothing what so ever. My boss, photographer and I decided to take a coast line trip from Santa
Monica to San Diego. Our plan was to visit surf shops and shoot some snap shots. Easy and relaxed, that was our first plan, but before
we head out to San Diego, | wanted to check out this one town. Venice. “Venice is too dangerous to hang out”. That’s what we’ve
heard from a local coordinator. “That’s why | wanna go”. I persuaded my boss that we should visit Venice. At the beach, we saw many
skaters doing awesome sessions using jump ramps and walls. One of the most remarkable and outstanding one was Christian Hosoi.
And of course, there were many others; Jim Miur, Eric Dressen, Aaron Murray, Jesse Martinez and Block. On the next day, we’ve made
an appointment with Jim and got a chance to visit Dog Town warehouse. We’ve met Shaun Ross of Excel and Ric Clayton of No Mercy. |
think I was very lucky from the beginning. Since then, I can’t even remember how many times I visited LA and from there, I flew down to
NY and many parts of Europe. Southern California got everything. Everything I love.

After I finished reporting the 25th anniversary festival of Fat Wreck Chords in San Francisco, I decided to head out to LA at the end of
August. For 2 weeks, | wanted to go back to my roots. Just like the old days, | made my own schedule on daily basis, le appoint ts,
joined meetings and did several interviews and reporting. I’'ve met old friends and new friends. I did not see Christian Hosoi for nearly
20 years. The time was also right for the movie,”Straight Outta Compton”. Everybody | met in LA was full of energy. It was a very
precious experience. For more details, check out this great issue of FLJ. Peace!

Special thanks to:
Yuri Hasegawa, 217...NINA, Zach Cordner, Tomoko Sakurai and Garrett Gutierrez.
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John Lydon, Sid Vicious, Marquee Club, London 1977
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